174   A  NEW  CRITICISM  OF  ROUSSEAU

observe the terms of his engagement to Therese. He
did marry her, at a time when they both were old,
when any illusion that may have blinded him in the
early days was over; when he knew the woman, to
whom he gave a name he had made illustrious, to be
vulgar, shrewish in temper, untrustworthy in money
affairs, and addicted to drink, amongst other charming
qualities ; but when he could forget all this, to remember
only that she had been his companion through long
years of poverty, anxiety and exile ; his kind nurse in
sickness, and (as he fondly believed) the one being, in
a false world, faithful and true to him. But, as a
matter of fact, Rousseau married Therese from the first.
He took her, in those days of the H6tel Saint Quentin,
" for better for worse, for richer for poorer, and until
death parted them." And during the thirty-five years
that this union lasted, he shared his good fortune with
her, he protected her as far as possible from evil, he
endured, without a murmur, her constant complainings,
he screened her at his own expense from blame; he
trusted her blindly, believing the whole world wrong,
since so only could she possibly be proved right.

No doubt, gratitude for Therese3 s supposed fidelity,
and for her real attention to him and care during his
frequent illnesses, had much to do with Rousseau's in-
alterable affection for one with whom he had no thought,
no taste, in common. But gratitude was not the only
tie. He never saw this woman as she really was; dull,
mindless, incapable of self-improvement. He saw her
in contrast to the brilliant and fickle fine ladies who,
since Madame de Warens betrayed him, had made such
havoc of his heart, and of his time. He saw her, also,
in contrast to himself. With her contented ignorance,
her tranquil insensibility to the strife of spirits in the
air, she was a refreshment to the world-weary, thought-
conscious of outraging any principle in forming this plan; it is
instinctive feeling that makes the carrying out of this plan
impossible, and compels him to respect innocence and youth.to be odious, and he arrives at good
